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SUMMARY 
A walkover was carried out on 2 April 2013. A number of features had been 

reported by RCAHMS survey teams including a substantial area of cairns and two 

sheepfolds. The walkover revealed that there are several discrete features within 

the area reported as 'cairns' and that the sheepfolds survive as stone piles. 

Recommendations are recorded in section 4.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 

The site is in Edzell parish, the NGR for the turbine bases is NO 5738 7282 (Base 2) and NO 
5746 7289 (Base 1) and it lies at 210-220m OD.  The work was commissioned by Michael 
Hay, Meikle Tullo and is in response to Angus Council planning application 12/01076/FUL 
for installation of two C&F Green Energy 20kw wind turbines on 20m masts in order to 
generate electricity.  The work includes cabling from the corner of the field to Base 1 and 
then between Bases 1 and 2. 
 

 
 

Illus 1 Location plan (Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2013). 
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Illus 2 Location map showing the turbine bases and cabling 

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
 

The hilllside on which the turbines are planned is the site of field clearance heaps (Angus 
SMR NO57SE0084; Sherriff 1982, 31) and two sheepfolds (Angus SMR NO57SE0083).  
The sheepfolds were described as now removed but both survive as stone heaps. The 
locations prior to this survey are recorded on Illus 2. 
 

 

 

Illus 3 Location of Angus SMR sites (copyright Pastmap) 
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3  THE WALKOVER SURVEY 
 

A walkover was carried out on 2 April 2013; the weather was bright with light snow 

flurries and there were patches of snow remaining on the hill.  Nine archaeological sites 

were recorded in the area of the proposed wind turbine bases and cabling as well as in 

the area intended for vehicular access (Illus 4).  The area is a NE facing slope with a 

tarred road round around the east and north-east of the area formed to allow access by 

Scottish Water to the reservoir to the north of the site.  The ground is very stony with  

outcrops of granite and quartz. 

 

Field clearance F1 

NO57496 72795 

Seven discrete stone heaps forming one sub-oval heap 17m NE-SW and 10m NW-SE. 

There are also small piles between the field and the tarred road 

 

Rig and furrow F2 

NO 57470 72813 

Rig and furrow 3-4m between rigs and surviving to max 0.2m high. Very truncated and 

poorly delineated. 

 

Possible hut-circle F3 

NO 57471 72880 

Circular bank 12m internal diameter, banks max 3m wide and surviving to maximum of 0.7m 

high.  Central depression 1m wide and one depression off-centre to east.  Possible hut 

circle. On platform F8.   

 

Possible hut-circle F4 

NO57403 72948 

Circular bank 6m internal diameter, banks 2m wide and 1m high.  On platform F8. 

 

Bank or platform F5 

NO 57534 72885 

Oval banks or platform 7 x 5m and maximum of 0.3m high. Possible sheiling or enclosure. 

 

Bank F6 

NO 57511 72914 

Semi-circular bank, possible field clearance 12m long and maximum of 1m high. 

 

Field clearance F7 

NO 57514 72907 

Oval field clearance consisting of two joined stone heaps.  8m long, 4m wide. 

 

Man-made or enhanced platforms F8 

Two platforms each 70-100m long on which possible hut circles sit.  These may be natural 

platforms or enhanced to provide a setting for F3 and F4. 

 

Stones F9 

Overgrown remains of sheepfold or field clearance? 
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Illus 4 Turbine bases and cabling (in red) with archaeological features recorded in walkover 
(Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2013). 

 

 


















