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SUMMARY 
 
Level 1 and Level 2 standing building surveys were carried out at 54-60 Frederick Street, 
Aberdeen, a former warehouse most recently used by Aberdeen City Council as Whitespace 
a community arts facility, Art Gallery store and Archaeology Unit offices.   It is recommended 
that no further archaeological work is required at this site during the current development 
although the final decision remains with Aberdeen City Council.  



54-60 Frederick Street , Aberdeen, AB24 5HY (CA075-2012)                         3  

Cameron Archaeology Ltd 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

 

A planning application for the construction of a 2 to 4 storey community health & care village 
with associated parking and a 6 storey multi storey car park with parking for 159 cars, conversion 
of main grain store for office use ancillary to community health & care village (P101034) was 
passed by Aberdeen City Council on 23 September 2010 with an archaeology condition 
(condition 1).  The work includes the conversion of the former warehouse and as a result this 
Level 1/Level 2 Standing Building Survey was required. 
 

 
Illus 1 Location plan (Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 
2010). 

 

The Traffic Warden Building at No 54 will be demolished imminently.  The fabric to the main 
building No 56/58 will be refurbished (with no work internally) and this will be used as offices 
during construction.  The garage / store at No 60 was going to be demolished but this has been 
postponed - it will be demolished at some time in the future. 
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2 THE STANDING BUILDING SURVEY 

 

A Level 1 survey was carried out on (Illus 1) the one storey extensions on the east and west 

sides of the former granary warehouse, 60 Frederick Street and a Level 2 survey was carried 

out on the warehouse building itself.  The survey took place between 23 March - 3 April 2012. 

 
The granary building is Listed Category B (NJ90NW 1802; NJ 9455 0657).  It is a mid 19th 
century, 3-storey and attic, tall, M-gabled former granary (commercial premises 2006) with 
principal elevation to Frederick Street at the north. It is constructed of snecked, coursed granite 
rubble with regularly spaced rectangular window openings, some infilled.  There are 20th century 
extensions to east and west.  It has predominantly 12-pane timber sash and case windows to 
street elevation, replacement windows to rear. It has grey slates and cast-iron rainwater pipes. 
The interior has an original floor-plan largely extant. The interior of the building has retained its 
timber flooring and original cast-iron columns. The flanges to the columns would have allowed 
partitions to be slotted between each column, creating smaller spaces for easier grain storage. 
The lift and lift shaft to the east have metal concertina doors.   
 

 
On the north elevation there is a commemorative plaque to John 
Forbes White (left) which reads  

'The Former Grainstore of John Forbes White 
1831-1904 

Merchant. Pioneer 
Photographer and 
patron of the arts'. 

White was an Aberdeen flour and corn merchant who became 
president of the British and Irish Association of Millers in 1888. He 
had an illustrious career and was also a generous art patron: he 
was one of three benefactors who gave money to set up Aberdeen 
Art Gallery (Aberdeen City Council website). 
Several of his photographs survive (RCAHMS.gov.uk). 
 

Illus 2 John Forbes White (Copyright Aberdeen Art Gallery and 
Museums Collections) 

 

 
Illus 3  Ordnance survey map Aberdeen Sheet LXXV.11 (Old Machar), Survey date: 1867  
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Illus 4 Plan showing outline of development and Level 1 and Level 2 survey areas 

 

Building B1/B2 ('The Granary'; Illus 5; Illus 6-12) has been converted to offices and stores 

with the addition of an internal staircase at the west side and internal partition.  Original door 

and windows were recorded (Illus 5) as well as an original lift and cast iron pillars.  These 

allowed the granary rooms to be subdivided with metal partitions.  These pillars are mainly 

boxed in but examples on the first floor of Building B1 have been uncovered and these are 

recorded in Illus 11 showing the possible room divisions. 
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Illus 5 Floor plans with features numbered 
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Illus 6 B1/B2 North facade  

  

Illus 7 B1/B2 South facade 

 

 
Illus 8 B5 East face of east extension 










